
November 2009    

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

I donôt know if you all have had the experience of being alone, cut off from those you love and 

those who love you.  Have you ever found yourself in a crowd and yet completely and utterly 

lonely?  Or had a loss in your life that leaves you empty?  I donôt know if you ever have suf-

fered through a major holiday like Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter by yourself or far away 

from anyone who matters to you.  If you have ever had this experience, then all the more can 

you relish the significance of gathering in a community of faith and love.  In ñgatheringò we 

find in the sharing of ourselves the potential for others to come to know us and for them to be-

come as family, as friends, and as community. 

 

We do a lot of things at St. Timothyôs and have many opportunities that bring neighbors and 

friends together.  At times we become so focused on the details or the mechanics of what we do 

that we forget the real joy of just being together.  Some of our greatest events are when people 

sense that they have been part of a community.  They express feelings of belonging and are 

open to new folks being added to their group.  This innate hospitality, this celebration of inclu-

sion that is part of our Tradition goes way back to our Jewish roots.  This month at our Thanks-

Giving Potluck Banquet on November 15, we will have one of these occasions to ñgatherò and 

to experience the love of God amongst us.  We need not be alone. 

 
 

 

Blessings, Ken 

From Our Rector 



Member Spotlight 

Contributors:  Phil Schmidt, Bob Campbell, Paul Tait, Bob 

Boyd, and Joe Sharp 

Photographer:  Bob Campbell 

Larry & Hope Jarvis  
 
ñWeôre friendly aliens,ò said Hope Jarvis with a smile as she and husband Larry con-
cluded their interview for this article.  She was referring to the perhaps little-known 
fact that they were both born in and grew up in Canada, coming to the USA 30 years 
ago. 
 
Hope was born in Montreal and educated at Dawson College there.  Larry was born 
in Sarnia, Ontario, and met Hope while attending Concordia University in Montreal. After marrying they 
moved to Hamilton, Ontario, where Larry worked for Sunoco and Hope worked in a hospital as a labora-
tory technician. 
 
Hope was brought up in the Anglican Church from which our denomination comes and is a part of.  Her 
grandfather was an Anglican priest.  Larry was a member of the United Church of Canada until their mar-
riage, but with regard to being an active church member, he agreed with Hopeôs statement that, ñHeôs 
happy to be here when heôs here.ò 
 
In 1979 Larry was transferred to Philadelphia where the couple made their home in suburban Devon, PA. 
Interestingly, the Jarvises and Peter and Polly White, unknown to each other then, were attending the 
same Episcopal Church there. 
 
In 1992 Larry was transferred to the Sunoco operation in Toledo where he was systems and control man-
ager until his early retirement three years ago. Larry now uses his oil business knowledge to work for Ac-
centure, an international consulting firm, in part to keep busy, but mostly because of the economy and the 
fact that their youngest son Ben is still in school at Miami University. Larry and Hope have two other sons, 
Derek in Chicago and Adam in Bowling Green, OH. 
 
Hope modestly claims to be a ñdabblerò in St. Timothyôs programs, but those who know her know that she 

has been and continues to be involved in most of 
our major activities.  The following are just a few 
examples: Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible 
School, Women on the Journey, parish bookkeeper 
at one time, in charge of the Senior Tea at one 
time, helping in many Fellowship events, presently 
chair of the expanding Clothesline ministry, 
etc.  She and Larry both are pleased with and 
agree that the kind of outreach events weôve been 
offering will pay off in our successful growth and 
community relevancy. 



St. Timothyôs Parish News 

Welcome to our new staff member!  
 

St. Timôs announces the appointment of Mindy Withrow to the rectorôs staff 
as Director of Communications and Program Development, effective Octo-
ber 1, 2009.  A native of Wood County, Mindy was raised on her familyôs 
working apple orchard.  She moved to Chicago in 1993 to begin under-
graduate studies at the Moody Bible Institute, graduating summa cum laude 
with a Bachelorôs degree in theology in 1997.  She later earned graduate 
credits at two seminaries while beginning her career in communications.  
She has worked as a freelance writer and editor, a university copyright spe-
cialist, a magazine managing editor, and a consultant to non-profits, and 
most recently directed for five years the marketing communications office of 
an international theological seminary headquartered in Philadelphia.   
 

Mindy is the author of numerous essays and reviews.  She is also co-author 
with her husband, historian Brandon Withrow, of the History Lives series, a five-volume history of Christianity for 
ages 9-14.   
 

The Withrows have attended St. Timothyôs for two years.  Now in her staff role, Mindy will be working closely with 
the rector to further develop parish programs and to expand the parishôs influence and reach to Perrysburg com-
munities.  She will serve as our public relations contact, promote communication between the parish and the pub-
lic as well as the diocese, and offer strategies for developing flexibility and innovation in the ways we achieve our 
mission as a parish.  Over the next few months, she will be meeting with the childrenôs ministry team, the youth, 
and the vestry committees to help recruit, encourage, or problem-solve as needed, and to foster communication 
and cooperation between teams. 
 

ñMindy is bringing to this position a delightfully clear mind and a focused strategic style that will help us to face 
the challenges before us now and in the future,ò says Rev. Ken Pepin, rector.  ñWith a soft-spoken surety she 
engages all she meets and invites them to consider a different angle, approach or direction.  She will be a great 
addition to the staff and a blessing to St Timothyôs.ò 

Parishioners We Have Prayed For  

This Month  
 

We are all invited to pray throughout the month, asking for Godôs healing and comfort for those who 

have asked for it.  At times we do not know the people or what their prayer request is; we are invited, 

then, simply to open our hearts in prayer for them, asking for the fulfillment of what they need, and for 

God to extend blessings to them in any way God is able. 
 

We pray for those who are illðHolden Mauk, grandson of Pat & Clint Mauk; Jane Brownson; Sarah 

Moore, granddaughter of Helen Evanoff; Jan McKenzie, twin sister to Nan Myers; Reeve Kelsey; Por-

ter E. Gregory, Jr.; Jo An Van Duyne; Rick Gondella, son-in-law of Grey Schmidt; Allison Neckers, 

niece of Doug & Sue Neckers; Jan Landwehr; and Beth Myers. 
 

We pray for those who are homeboundðAlice Gwyn; Ed Wheelden; and Arlene Dickinson. 
 

If you wish to add someone to the prayer list and prayer chain, call the office at 419-874-5704 

or fill out the orange card that can be found in the pew. 

If you wish your request to be on longer than 4 weeks please call to renew that request. 



St. Timothyôs Pet Blessing 

Annual Pet Blessing Honors Our Furry Friends 
 

Dozens of dogs and a few cats braved the chilly weather to bring their families out to St. Timôs annual community-

wide Blessing of the Pets on Sunday, October 4.  Parish members and visiting locals took seats in the courtyard, 

where colorful drifting leaves signaled the change of the season as Rev. Ken presided over a service of Morning 

Prayer.  Choirmaster Lyle and the choir presented themed hymns and an anthem, and Dr. Jen Croce from South Sub-

urban Animal Clinic spoke briefly on the benefits of neutering and spaying pets.  Everyone was able to hear the ser-

vice, thanks to the efforts of Russ Snyder and Ron Davis, who had arranged an outdoor sound system.  After the 

benediction, the pets came forward to be blessed by name with a sprinkling of holy water.  Rev. Ken was grateful 

that each of the animals was well-behaved and no bites were suffered this year!  By then, a light rain had begun to 

fall, and guests were invited into the Parish Hall for coffee. 

 

Each year, we honor our animal companions in celebration of the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, the thirteenth-

century Italian merchantôs son-turned-monk who devoted himself to poverty in the service of others.  He was known 

for preaching to animals to exhort them to fulfill their purpose of glorifying God, and for writing poetry on the glo-

ries of nature.  One of his most famous writings is The Canticle of the Sun, reprinted on the next page. 
                                                 ð Mindy Withrow 
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