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A Journey of New Birth from Lent to Easter 

 
I think of Lent as an awakening, a birthing, a time of contemplation and watching as ice and snow yield to 

the warmth and tenderness of springtime.  This is the time when lilies and daffodils fragrance our world 

and explode upon natureôs stage in wonder and grace.  Spiritually, this time is also one of relighting the 

spark that began our faith, retelling the story and hearing and seeing it again with new ears and eyes.  Lent 

affords us an opportunity to pause and recognize the wonder and beauty of Godôs work among us.  We are 

encouraged to take time apart from our normal daily routines and our normal daily diversions to find a 

quiet moment to reflect on the wonder that God has 

prepared for us. 
 

As Lent evolves into Holy Week, beginning with Pas-

sion Sunday, we are called to dedicate a full week of 

our year to enter into the dramatic and passionate life, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As we do 

every year, we will hold vigil throughout this week 

with celebrations such as a Seder meal on Maundy 

Thursday, a contemplative prayer vigil from Thurs-

day night into Friday, and a traditional Good Friday 

service and the Great Easter vigil as celebrated in the 

style of a progressive dinner.  This Easter morning 

we will delight in the baptism of Eric, Anna, and Will 

Eaglesham, and enjoy our traditional Easter egg hunt. 
 

It is my hope and prayer that throughout this Lent we 

have the time to reflect on the profound gift that we 

have inherited as members of the Body of Christ.  

Please know that I am here for you to offer a listening 

ear and spiritual guidance throughout this Lenten sea-

son.  May God bless you with a keen awareness of 

his great love for you. 

 

 

Blessings, Ken 

From Our Rector 

For ongoing discussion 

in this season of Lent 
 

This is my sincere attempt at entering into a conversa-

tional dialogue about our community life here at St. 

Timothyôs.  Please allow me to bring to your attention a 

few questions that should spark your interest and have 

you simmer over them like you would over a hot cup of 

tea.   
 

Z What is the commitment that brought you to, and con-

tinues to keep you a part of, St. Timothyôs Episcopal 

Church? 
 

Z What is the price that you or others pay for you to be 

here with us? 
 

Z What are the gifts that you hold that have not yet been 

fully brought forth among us? 
 

Z What is it about you or your affiliation with us that 

remains unknown? 
 

Z If participating in weekly worship is a value for you, 

what makes it so?  If not, why isnôt it? 

 

Should you desire it, I would welcome a conversation 

with you about your reflections on these questions. 

 

                              ~Rev. Ken 

 



Special Feature 

 

 

The Anonymous Parishioner 
 

I arrived here in Perrysburg a year or so ago.  I was relocated to the Toledo area by my work.  I am in mid-

dle management with a new company connected to solar energy.  My wife is a school teacher and presently 

a stay at home mom and we have three children ages 9, 4 and 2.  We visited a few churches around town 

and then we came to St. Timothyôs. 

 

We walked into the hallway and were greeted by two wonderful people who welcomed us and showed us 

where to hang our coats and where the restrooms were.  We were introduced to the childrenôs greeter who 

showed my children where they will be having classes and where they were going to gather. 

 

We were given a makeshift name tag and directed to the place of worship.  As we walked along the hall-

way we noticed the bulletin boards and signs speaking to all the exciting happenings here and that wonder-

ful courtyard really caught our eye. 

 

We were then greeted again at the doorway by two other folks called ushers who handed us a bulletin and 

encouraged us to sit near the front.  We found the worship to be simple and beautiful.  The flowers on the 

retable invited our eyes to the cross above and moments sitting in quiet as the music director led a beautiful 

prelude.  We felt Godôs presence in that moment.  Our peace then was disturbed a bit by loud laughter of a 

man and children.  While startled, we were comforted to know it was the rector making all the commotion.  

Soon the procession began and to our delight we witnessed our children participating in the gathering cere-

mony. 

 

The lectors read with dramatic pause and the sermon was equally moving.  It had been a few years since 

we had attended a full Eucharist and we were caught up in the table worship and delighted to receive com-

munion as a family.  It was nice to be received and acknowledged as the announcements were so cheerfully 

delivered.  We were then invited to attend coffee hour, which always is something we treasured from our 

old parish at St. Swithens by the Sea. 

 

We arrived in the hall and it took us awhile to make our way to the coffee maker but then we gathered as a 

family around one of the tables.  Incredibly, no one paid any attention to us.  Out family sat by ourselves as 

everyone else chatted away. 

 

We plan to return some Sunday but hope that next time somebody recognizes us. 
 

Were you this visitor?  Were you this wonderful greeter or usher? 

Or were you the one that ignored the stranger? 



Where Are They Now? 

Where Are They Now? 

Catching up with St. Timôs Twenty-somethings 
 

by Mindy Withrow 

 

If youôve been at St. Timôs for more than a few years, you know Beth Myers, 

daughter of Brent and Nan.  Beth graciously took some time from her very busy 

schedule to give the first interview for this new occasional column.  I caught up 

with Beth by email; our conversation went something like thisé 
 

M: So, Beth, where are you a student and what is your major? 

B:  I am attending Belmont University in Nashville, TN, where I am earning my 

Doctorate in Occupational Therapy.  
 

M: What are some highlights of that experience so far? 

B:  My fiancé and I got engaged in Nashville and are looking forward to getting 

married at St. Timothy's on July 17!   

M: Congratulations! 

B:  I also have met several good friends and established good working relation-

ships with Occupational Therapists in the community.  Being so far away from 

home and the people I love has pushed me to stand on my own two feet. 
 

M: How else do you think this experience is preparing you for what you want to do 

later? 

B: I have high hopes for changing or inspiring new creative ways to deliver therapy to the geriatric population.  This 

experience has helped me identify my personal strengths and weaknesses, which will help me achieve this goal. 
 

M: Cool.  So are you part of a church or other spiritual/social group there? 

B: I am not, but I still read the Bible on my own time and I like to watch taped sermons from Cameron's church that 

they post on their website.  
 

M: Do you have a fond or humorous memory from your younger days at St. Timôs? 

B: I have several memories from St. Timothyôs.  I remember when I was very young and we had the ñhaunted houseò 

in the church.  I always remembered the Wizard of OZ room where the witch melted; it all seemed so real back then!  I 

also enjoyed our youth services that youth group held.  
 

M: What is something people might not know about you?  

B: I love spending time with my family in the garage.  My grandmother is teaching me how to make wedding cakes, 

garden, and sew.  My mother is someone who I admire and draw incredible strength from.  My father is hilarious and 

reminds me everyday that getting older doesn't mean that you have to grow up.  My family is very important to me and 

I am excited for my brother, who is getting married this year as well.  
 

M: Thanks so much for talking to me, Beth!  It was great to learn about what youôre doing. 

 

 

Watch for future installments of ñWhere Are They Now?ò to stay in touch with more of our college and grad students. 



Program News 

 

 

 

 

Taste of St. Timôs 

Ministry Fair  
 

The Parish Hall was decked in colored 

flags and balloons on January 24 as pa-

rishioners gathered for the first-ever 

Taste of St. Timôs ministry fair!  Free 

food ï cheese, wine, meatballs, trail 

mix, cream puffs, bagels, and even foot-

shaped cookies ï drew the crowd to 

each ministry booth, where representa-

tives of our various teams explained 

their ministries.  Some ministry teams 

offered activities, like the Flower Guildôs ñmake 

your own Tussy Mussy,ò the Childrenôs Ministry 

Teamôs train set and childrenôs choir, and the Fel-

lowship Committeeôs indoor golf.  The Neighbor-

hood Gatherings booth even featured a very special 

guest ï Mr. Rogers ï complete with cardigan, 

sneakers, and signature ñWonôt you be my 

neighbor?ò song!  Most of the teams also held a 

prize drawing for those who signed up to join their 

team, and all the names were pooled in a grand 

prize drawing for a $50 gift certificate to Stellaôs 

restaurant on Louisiana Ave., won by Bil and 

Megan Gau. 

 

Everyone had a good time, and most importantly, 

we all were reminded of how many hands it takes 

to run our many excellent ministries.  Thank you to 

all who participated.  There is a ministry for every-

one at St. Timôs; if youôre not sure what yours is, I 

would love to help you discover it.  Give me a call! 

 

~Mindy Withrow 

 

Photographer:  Bob Campbell 


