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Where are we focused? 
 
 

In this month of September we have a chance to begin anew. For some it is a new school year, for others 

new beginnings, a new job, a new relationship, a new chance to embrace a goal. 

 

I would like to commit this month to focus anew on spiritual giving. Many of us give generously to pro-

jects for practical reasons like paying the light bill, measuring out our support for services rendered, or 

just paying oneôs dues. All of these things are indeed important and may even be priorities for us.  We 

know that there are many service clubs that operate on this model of allegiance.  If you pay your dues, 

you have the privileges of membership and the services to which you are entitled. 

 

Spiritual giving is different. Spiritual giving is by definition sacrificial.  It is not payment for services ren-

dered. It is a gift which has a cost, a choice, a rendering of oneôs treasures to God out of gratitude for all 

that has been given to us.  Having a spiritual reason to motivate your giving invites  the focus  to shift 

from the practical nuts and bolts issues to ones of purpose and meaning.  There are three basic questions 

that might enlighten your next pledge: 

 

Do I truly believe that all I have comes ultimately from Godôs good grace? 

How then does the amount I am pledging to give reflect my relationship with God? 

Do I trust that the money I pledge each year at St. Timothyôs is being used for the glory of God and 

the work of the gospel? 

 

 

Blessings, 

Ken 

 
 

 

From Our Rector 



Member Spotlight 

Doug and Jessica Mead 
 

Jessica was raised as an Episcopalian at St. Patrickôs in Dublin, Ohio.  Her father, from 

Ohio, and her mother, from upstate New York, moved the family to Worthington, Ohio, 

when Jessica was in fourth grade.  She went to high school at Worthington Kilbourne and 

then attended Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, where she received her Bachelorôs and 

Masterôs degrees.  She has a younger half brother presently in college.  Jessica recently 

changed jobs and is currently working as the school librarian at Fallen Timbers Middle 

School in the Anthony Wayne school district.  Before accepting her present job, she was 

employed at the Toledo Public Library. 
 

Jessicaôs library career was inspired by her mother, who, until her retirement a few weeks ago, was director of Wor-

thington Public Library and was recognized as Librarian of the Year.  She is now studying to become a Deacon in the 

Episcopal Church at the seminary in Proctor, Ohio, where she has approximately two years left before she will be or-

dained.  Jessicaôs mother and stepfather still live in Worthington; her father currently lives in Louisville, Kentucky, 

and teaches at the University of Louisville. 
 

Even though Doug and his family also lived in Worthington, he didnôt meet Jessica until his college years.  He was 

raised in the Presbyterian church, has two younger brothers, and his family members all live in Ohio.  Doug went to 

Thomas Worthington High School.  He then attended the University of Miami in Florida for his Bachelorôs degree in 

music, attended Yale for his Masterôs degree, and then returned to the University of Miami for his Doctorate.  Doug 

played the oboe professionally while at the University of Miami.  Currently he works for Owens Community College, 

and continues to play the oboe ï including at St. Timothyôs. (You may have enjoyed his contribution to this yearôs 

Easter services!) 
 

Jessica and Doug met in 2000.  She was taking a year off during her Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees and was working 

at a recreation center.  Somewhere between Thanksgiving and Christmas, a mutual friend invited Jessica to a party 

where Doug was attending, and the rest is history. 
 

They have two boys, Owen (3 years old) and Connor (2 years old).  Both boys were baptized at Jessicaôs home church, 

St. Patrickôs in Dublin.  The couple lived in Tennessee for three years prior to moving to Perrysburg. 
 

They visited different churches before deciding on St. Timo-

thyôs.  The friendliness of everyone at this parish was one rea-

son they stayed!  They also felt it was important to meet other 

couples their age with children, especially children on either 

side of their boysô age ranges.  Currently the boys are in our 

nursery. 

 

We are glad to have the Meads at St. Timôs! 

Contributors:  Phil Schmidt, Bob Campbell, Paul Tait, 

Bob Boyd, and Joe Sharp 

Photographer:  Bob Campbell 

 



Program News 

My Parish, My Part 
Thanks[Giving 2010 

 

This yearôs Thanks[Giving campaign is all about recognizing the role that each individual plays here at St. Timôs.  This parish is 

what it is because of the commitment and talents of each one of us.  From the energy and curiosity of the preschoolers among us 

to the dependability and long historical knowledge of the grandparents, each of us is a unique and necessary part of the body 

known as St. Timôs.  To stay healthy and productive, we need your financial gifts, yes, but just as importantly, we need your joy-

ful presence and your willing participation. 
 

Are you putting your talents to work here?  If you are, are you serving in areas that bring you joy?  If not, what changes should 

you make?  The opportunities to be involved are as diverse as the people we are; if you would like help exploring options, feel 

free to speak to Rev. Ken or Mindy. 
 

Youôll be hearing much more about this campaign in the coming days, but in the meantime, please consider the following words 

by a fellow parishioner: 
 

ñTo say something different each year regarding our Thanks[Giving promises is difficult because it is such a ba-

sic concept.  Giving back to God part of what he has so graciously given us in the first place is as fundamental an 

act of gratitude as our culture understands.  He loves us enough to provide us great bounty.  Do we love Him 

enough to say óthank youô? 

Lastly is the question of óhow much?ô  How much does he love us?  As demonstrated throughout all time, he has 

shown us His love is infinite.  How much do we love him back or even appreciate His boundless grace?  We only 

ask that you ask yourself just how grateful you are and express it with giving that makes a difference in how you 

feel about yourself in light of your own answer. 

St. Timothyôs church needs income to support the things we have deemed important to our parish and to the com-

munity.  We are not perfect in our management of everything we spend but we are very conscious of the importance 

that every gift represents, so we do our best.  Please be a significant part of what makes St. Timothyôs one of the 

parishes that shines with His light of grace and goodness.ò   ~Russ Snyder 

CLOTHESLINE  
 

Thanks to everyone who helped move the Clothesline into its new space in July. It took us a few weeks to figure out where to put 

the óold couch,ô and who was going to get which óbedroom,ô and ñdo we really need that mystery box thatôs been in the attic all 

these years?ò but now that weôre settled in, itôs home sweet home. 
 

Thanks also to all who donated gently-used school supplies. School start-up costs is one of the big stressors for our families. 
 

We recently had a mom and her adult daughter make an appointment to come by on a Sunday afternoon, because they had both 

just started jobs and are unable to come on Fridays. They spent an hour going through all the clothes and went away with two big 

bags for themselves and family members. Last week we had a mom who couldnôt believe that we actually had a camouflage 

hunting jacket and pants set, something her son had been wishing for.  Winter coats are 

already going out the door! 
 

Please continue to donate. Teen boys are particularly underserved. We are not able to ac-

cept shoes and accessories at this time and please make sure donations are left in the box 

outside.  
 

The Clothesline is open the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the month, 10am-noon, and we sort and 

organize the 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 9am-11am. If you would like to be a part of the 

Clothesline team, please call Hope Jarvis at 419-874-1558.  



Where Are They Now? 

Where Are They Now? 

Catching up with St. Timôs Twenty-somethings 
 

by Mindy Withrow 

 

If you know John and Julia Bearss, you know how proud they are of their two daughters Bailey and Caroline.  Bailey 

has been away at school for several years now and graciously took some time from her summer travels to answer a 

few questions for this occasional column.  I caught up with her by email; our conversation went something like 

thisé 

 

M:  Where and what have you been studying? 

B:  I graduated from American University in May of this year.  I have been traveling this summer so I have not yet 

found a job but I am on the hunt for a job doing development work based in Washington DC.  My major at American 

was International Studies with a concentration in International Development and specialization in African Studies. 

 

M:  What are some highlights of that college experience? 

B:  Highlights include studying abroad in Nairobi, Kenya; riding on the American University equestrian team; par-

ticipating in Alpha Phi Omega, a coed community service-based fraternity; and taking advantage of living in Wash-

ington DC by going to museums and many free local events.   

     Since graduation, some of the highlights from this summer have been attending my younger sister, Caroline's, 

high school graduation and taking my family to Nairobi, Kenya to see where I lived and went to school. My family 

was unable to come visit me during my time in Kenya so it was fun to go back a year later, see some of my friends, 

and share with my family the city and country in which I spent so much time.  

 

M: How did your college experience prepare you for what you intend to do now? 

B:  My experience studying abroad and the two internships which I have participated in helped prepare me for fu-

ture work.  While studying abroad, I not only learned a new language, but also participated in an internship, giving 

me direct field work experience, and explored living in an African country.  I also participated in an internship with 

Vital Voices Global Partnership, giving me experience working with a non-profit 

based in Washington DC which does field work in developing countries.   

      

M:  Are you (or were you) part of a church or other spiritual or social group in the 

university community? 

B:  I am currently not a part of a church or other spiritual group, although I do al-

ways attend services at churches in the area for major events when I am not at home 

and at St. Tim's, such as Ash Wednesday and Easter.  I look forward to finding a 

group once I start a regular schedule.  One reason I am also not part of a social 

group is because I have had such a busy summer, although I do ride regularly at my 

barn, and I hope to join a show team in the fall to meet more people and spend more 

time with my horse.  I hope to find/join a tennis group in Washington DC to brush up 

on my tennis, keep in shape, and meet more people as well. 



Where Are They Now?  

(Continued from previous page) 

M:  Thinking back to your younger days at St. Timôs, would you say you have any fond or humorous memories? 

B:  I have many fond memories.  I remember the church services when the [high school] seniors gave sermons; it was 

always interesting and fun to hear from someone closer to my age who I looked up to and could relate to.  I also re-

member singing in the Parish Hall with Janet Davies and attending the end of the year picnics (when we all wore our 

tie-died St. Tim's t-shirts), which were so much fun!   

     Some of the more humorous memories I have are from Work Camp in (I think) the summer of 2006.  About 8 of us 

from youth group along with Ginger and Larry Shelt drove upwards of 10 hours, each way, in a van to our camp 

site.  These van rides were always filled with songs, sleeping, getting lost, getting found, getting lost again, and of 

course eating until we were too full to move.   

 

M: What else might St. Timôs folks be interested in hearing about you?  

B: Well, I received my first wedding proposal while on our trip to Kenya this summer.  A member of the Maasai tribe 

offered 10 cows (the maximum allowed to offer) to my parents for me!  Luckily, my parents declined.    

 

M: Wow.  So youôre still free to head back to DC and find a development job then!  Thanks so much for talking to me, 

Bailey.  It was great to learn about what youôre doing.  Best of luck in the job search! 

 

 

Watch for future installments of Where Are They Now? to stay in touch with more of our college students and gradu-

ates. 

¢ƘŜ !Řǳƭǘ /ƘƻƛǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ ¢ƛƳΩǎ 

will begin rehearsals 
  

Wednesday, September 8, 7:30-9:00 pm 
  

We do many different styles of music:  Renaissance, Baroque, Classic, Romantic and Contemporary.  Most of the time music is 
rehearsed at least 4-5 weeks before we sing it for a Sunday service.  This means if you have limited skills in reading music, you 
will be able to perform it because you have learned it by repetition.  Each choir member adds their unique talent to the group. 
 

An Evensong is being planned to be held sometime in November 2010.  It will be ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅΩǎ with some addi-
tional singers joining our choir.  Also, ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ 9ǾŜƴǎƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭƭǎ on Sun-
day, May 22, 2011.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎΦ 
 

We have a dedicated group of singers and seek additional members who would add 
to the ensemble.  
 

We need voices in each section.  See you on Wednesdays! 

  

Thank you, 
Lyle Hecklinger, Director 



Program News 

�'�R�Q�¶�W���V�S�H�Q�G���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�H�Q�Q�\�� 
 

Bring in your 
pennies to feed the hungry. 

ADULT FORUMS RETURN! 
 

You spoke; we listened.  Those of you who responded to the 

Adult Forum poll over the summer said you were interested 

in learning more about church history, local history, spiritu-

ality and spiritual disciplines, interfaith dialogue, writing, 

gardening, philosophy for understanding theology, and well-

ness for older adults. 

 

So weôre pleased to announce that the Adult Forums return 

this fall with an all-new lineup of topics, starting with these: 

 

Sept 12:  Clint Mauk on Organic Gardening (learn how to 

compost, build & use raised beds, etc.) 

Sept 19:  Clint Mauk on William Henry Harrison (who was 

he and why is Perrysburg celebrating ñHarrison Rally Dayò 

on Sept 18?) 

Sept 26: Brandon Withrow on Katherine Parr: Tudor Queen 

and Reformer (intro to her life and writings) 

 

Join us every Sunday at 9am in the Parish Hall! 

West Mission Area ECW 
will meet Monday, Septem-
ber 20, 2010, at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, corner 
of Madison and St. Clair 
streets, Toledo, Ohio, at 
11:00 a.m. in the Nave for 
Morning Prayer.  Lunch will 
follow at My Brother's Place at Trinity.  Parking is free 
at Seagate Garage, entrance at Superior and Orange 
streets, from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
 

Pray, Eat, Love those Episcopalians! 

Fall Youth Calendar  
 

For Fall 2010, Episcopal Youth Community meetings will be the second and fourth Sundays at 11:30am, 

unless otherwise indicated.  Planned events include: 
 

 

Sept 12:  Sundae Sunday all-parish celebration & EYC meeting 

Sept 26:  EYC meeting 

Oct 10:  EYC meeting 

Oct 24 (4pm):   Chili Cookoff 

Nov 14:  EYC meeting 

Nov 24 (5pm):  Louisiana House dinner 

 

ñThe mission of St. Timôs Episcopal Youth Community is to seek, to know 

and to share the love of God in our own lives, our parish, and the world.ò 

 


